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HI, MY NAME IS KATE.
I was born and educated in Birmingham, went to University in Lancaster. Since then I have lived in
London, firstly working for a development charity and then as a teacher.
I am a great believer in the power of stories to engage and inform children. Whenever I taught a
topic I always searched for stories and felt that we had lost the tradition of passing on our history
through tales. Throughout my time as a class teacher I was always writing, but at the end of 2016 I
decided to publish the Vlad series. Luckily by then my eldest son, Sam, had become an illustrator
and so we joined forces to make our books.
The aim was to create a resource full of accurate facts and images, woven into an action-packed
story that would draw the children in.
Together we continue to extend the series and support the teaching of the topics through
classroom resources and visits.

KEY INFORMATION
I am a member of the Society of Authors and National Association of Writers in Education.
For nine years I worked as a primary teacher in large London schools. I’m still a member of the
Teacher’s Union and am DBS checked and have public liability insurance.
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HOW TO CONTACT VLAD OR KATE
www.readingriddle.co.uk
Click here to email me
readingriddle@gmail.com

@reading_riddle Click to visit
@vlad_flea Click to visit

www.facebook.com/readingriddle
Click to visit

@vlad_flea
Click to visit

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/readingriddle
Click to visit

https://www.youtube.com/c/ReadingRiddle
Click to visit

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/cunning1
Click to visit
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WHAT DO YOU GET FROM AN
ONLINE VLAD FLEA SESSION?
A Vlad session aims to:
Engage and enthuse the children on the topic
Share facts and information, including the research behind the story
Excite and encourage children to go and read, record and write about the topic
Each session will include an exclusive film version of the book which will only be shown as part
of a school visit. In this Vlad will tell the tale from within the pages.
Kate and Vlad will then have a Question & Answer session and answer questions about the
historical events and writing books.
There are lesson plans to accompany visits, which include gathering questions for the visit and
follow up lessons with a writing emphasis. These all include curriculum links and are provided as
an editable word document so they can be changed, adapted or reformatted according to your
needs.
Finally, one of the many barriers to learning, particularly at home, can be access to source
materials. The visits will be scheduled on Zoom so children in your cohort can access them from
school, and if necessary join the class from home. Likewise, if your pupils are back in lockdown
the session can go ahead despite not being in the classroom. If this platform is not appropriate
for your setting, please talk to Kate about alternative options.
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SESSION OPTIONS
Great Fire of London
Florence Nightingale
First World War
Space
Egypt

SESSIONS INCLUDE
A performance of Vlad telling the story from within the book
Questions from pupils about history details and research with Kate showing artefacts and
sources as appropriate
Discussing writing and being an author in response to any questions
If you have specific requests around the sessions let me know and we can discuss how to
feed into your lessons in the most effective way.
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PACKAGE OPTIONS

VISIT PLATFORM
For this visit I am using Zoom but if this is not permitted in your school, or you have other ideas or
needs, please get in touch and we can discuss the possibilities.

LOGISTICS OF BOOKING AND
RUNNING SESSIONS
If you would like to discuss arrangements not listed here please get in touch as I can be flexible
and am always open to suggestions about how I could support your work in school.
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LOCKDOWNS AND
CANCELLATIONS
If I am unwell I will organise third party delivery of books
whenever possible and reorganise visits. As I am not physically
visiting even if I have to lockdown or isolate I will be able to
continue to visit online. If your school is put into lockdown we
can discuss options such as providing the link for children to
access from home. Ideally I would like to help support any
transition to home learning and a continuation of their work
rather than cancel, but I am flexible and will discuss the best
options for your pupils.

RECORDING THE VLAD
SHOW
Photography of the event is permitted, but please note that
the Vlad film is a special event for school visits and is not to be
filmed or shared.

BOOK ORDERS
Copies of all my books can be ordered from the shop on my
website: https://readingriddle.co.uk/shop/
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CHECKLIST FOR BOOKING AN
ONLINE EVENT
Reserve your date by clicking here or visit
https://calendly.com/readingriddle/school-booking

Complete the Word booking form, available here
Email readingriddle@gmail.com if you have any questions

Receive confirmation with Zoom meeting registration details, lesson
resources and invoice
Pass invoice to appropriate department

Order books
You can order any books from the Reading Riddle website
(www.readingriddle.co.uk/)

Ensure necessary IT systems in place ready for online visit
Join the meeting at the agreed time and enjoy the visit!
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ZOOM RISK ASSESSMENT AND CHILD
PROTECTION MEASURES
The following measures have been considered and will be put into place during virtual
online visits using Zoom. The system uses end-to-end encryption and these steps aim to
maximise security of an online visit.

If the meeting is between Kate and school classroom...
Kate will:
Schedule the visit with a random meeting ID and password, both of which are unique to this
specific session.
Ensure the meeting has a waiting room and will lock the meeting once the link with school
has been established.
Ensure that only the host (Kate) can share the screen, and other features such as file
transfer, annotation and private chat are disabled.
School contact will:
Ensure the ID and password are kept secure and not shared with anyone.

If children are joining from home (because of isolating from class or due to whole
class/school lockdown)...
Kate will:
Schedule the visit with a random meeting ID and password, both of which are unique to this
specific session.
Ensure the meeting has a waiting room and will lock the meeting once the participants have
entered, or five minutes after the start time so the session can progress securely.
Ensure that only the host (Kate) can share the screen, and other features such as file
transfer, annotation and private chat are disabled.Reserve the right to mute or turn off
video if individuals are interrupting or disrupting the session in a way that spoils the
enjoyment or safety of the whole group.
School contact will:
Ensure the ID and password are kept secure and that children joining from home understand
they must not share the link with anyone outside of the class bubble.
Provide Kate with a list of participants so she can admit pupils from the waiting room.
Ensure that children understand school guidance on use of social media.
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VLAD BOOKS
Vlad and the Great Fire of London Picture Book
It is 1666 and Vlad and the flea and his friend Boxton the rat, love eating
and biting their way around London. But one night in Pudding Lane they are
caught up in a fire that threatens to destroy them, along with most of the
City of London.

Vlad and the Great Fire of London Activity Book
Find out about the Great Fire of London and test yourself with puzzles and
games … but don’t get singed!

Vlad and the First World War Picture Book
On 25th March 1918 Vlad the flea and his friend, Crisp VC the carrier
pigeon, are on a mission to deliver a secret message from behind enemy
lines. They must dodge the dog-fights, survive the trenches and seek help
from the staff of the hospital tent as they race to reach Britain safely.

Vlad and the First World War Activity Book
As Vlad and Crisp VC carried their message to Britain, they learnt a lot about
what they saw. Now they explain how to make codes and periscopes, and
share facts and information about the First World War.
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Vlad and the Florence Nightingale Adventure Picture Book
In 1854 Vlad the flea and Loxton the rat were enjoying the rotten
food and dirt in Scutari Hospital. Their lives were turned upside
down by the arrival of Florence Nightingale and her tortoise
Jimmy.

Vlad and the Florence Nightingale Adventure Activity Book
Find out about Florence Nightingale through puzzles and games
and learn how to help people with basic first aid skills.

Vlad and the Space Race Picture Book
Whilst Russia and America race to be the first to conquer space,
Vlad the flea and Strelka the dog are more interested in what they
can scavenge on the streets of Mosow. Little do they know that
they are about to go on an adventure that will take them out of
this world.

Vlad and the Space Race Activity Book
In 1960 Strelka the dog was whisked away from the streets of
Moscow and became one of the first animals to go to space and
return to tell the tale. Now she and Vlad can share the facts with
you through puzzles and activities.

Vlad and Tutankhamun's Tomb
The pharaoh Tutankhamun has died suddenly, and the rush is on to
prepare his tomb. Vlad the flea and Miu the cat supervise the
artists as they paint wall murals. Will they finish in time, and will
the friends escape before the tomb is sealed forever?
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